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LESSONS OF THE LITTLE BIG HORN 
 
The battle and its lessons are not an integral part of the US Army War College curriculum, nor is any 
significant coverage given to the battle in historical electives now being conducted here.  The battle 
might be found in the curriculum of the US Army Command and General Staff College, Fort 
Leavenworth, or the curriculum of the US Army Infantry School, Fort Benning. 
 
Incidentally, AWC's curriculum would most likely have instructionally used the Little Big Horn battle in 
the period before WWII.  Tactical studies were then a more prominent feature of the curriculum.  
However, a cursory search in our holdings of the college's curricular archives did not uncover any 
indication that the battle held a significant place in the instruction. 



Little Big Horn          p.16 
 
The military soundness of Custer's decisions of that fateful day was questioned at the time of the disaster, 
and the question continues to be asked.  Whether different tactics in that particular situation would have 
altered the outcome has long been debated.  It is difficult enough to satisfactorily answer such questions 
when they are contemporary events; the difficulty grows with the passage of time.  One may form an 
opinion by consulting the available historical sources, especially an official textbook used in the Reserve 
Officers Training Corps program, American Military History, 1607-1953 
 
(ROTC Manual 145-20, 1956).  It contains the following pertinent passages on pages 285-86: 
 
 Disregarding the principles of mass, maneuver, and security, he [Custer] attacked alone over 

unfamiliar terrain, not knowing the strength of the Indian Party...Custer's violation of the 
principles of maneuver and security had cost him dearly. 

 
 
 
 
COMPARISONS 
 
Floca, Samuel W., Jr.  "Isandhlwana & Little Bighorn:  A Study in Parallels."  Army  (Jan 1974): 

pp. 31-36.  Per. 
 
Rosenberg, Bruce A.  "The Ghost of Major Elliott at the Little Big Horn."  Parameters IV (No 1, 1974): 

pp. 58-66.  Per. 
Traces connection between Little Big Horn and two earlier Indian Wars battles:  
Fetterman Massacre and Battle of the Washita. 

 
 
 
 
SITE/COMMEMORATIONS 
 
Carroll, John M.  Cyclorama of Gen Custer's Last Fight:  A Reproduction of the Original Document.... 

El Segundo, CA:  Upton, 1988.  103 p.  E83.876.C92. 
 
Fox, Richard A., Jr.  Archeology, History and Custer's Last Battle:  The Little Big Horn Reexamined. 

Norman, OK:  U OK, 1993.  409 p.  E83.876.F6. 
 
Hardorff, Richard G.  The Custer Battle Casualties:  Burials, Exhumations and Reinternments. 

El Segundo, CA:  Upton, 1989.  182 p.  E83.876.H363. 
 
Koury, Michael J.  Custer Centennial Observation, 1976.  Ft Collins:  Old Army, 1978.  108 p. 

E83.876.C985. 
 
Luce, Edward S., & Evelyn S.  Custer Battlefield National Monument, Montana.  Wash, DC:  NPS, 1952. 

34 p.  E83.876.L9. 
 
Rickey, Don.  History of Custer Battlefield.  Billings, MT:  Custer Battlefield Historical & Museum 

Association, 1967.  151 p.  E83.876.R5. 



Little Big Horn          p.17 
 
Robinson, Harry B.  Guide to the Custer Battlefield Museum.  Helena, MT:  Naegele, 1952?  48 p. 

E83.876.R57. 
 
Scott, Douglas D., & Fox, Richard A., Jr.  Archaeological Insights in the Custer Battle:  An Assessment 

of the 1984 Field Season.  Norman, OK:  U OK, 1987.  137 p.  E83.876.S367. 
 
Scott, Douglas D., Willey, P., & Connor, Melissa A.  They Died with Custer:  Soldiers’ Bones From 

the Battle of the Little Bighorn.  Norman, OK:  U OK, 1998.  389 p.  E83.876.S368. 
 
Silberman, Neil A.  "Custer's Ghostherders."  MHQ  (Winter 1990):  pp. 84-94.  Per. 

New interpretations based on systematic & scientific archaeological procedures since 
1984. 

 
The Teepee Book:  Official Publication - The Fiftieth Anniversary of the Custer Battle.  Souvenir booklet 

reprinted from Vol. II, No VI (Jun 1916) of The Teepee Book, Sheridan, WY, 1926.  78 p.  
E83.876T42. 

A miscellany. 
 
Weibert, Henry & Don.  Sixty-Six Years in Custer's Shadow.  Billings, MT:  Falcon, 1985.  174 p. 

E83.876.W443. 
By rancher near battle site, who offers his terrain analysis. 

 
 


	BATTLE OF LITTLE BIG HORN, JUNE 1876

