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LESSONS OF THE LITTLE BIG HORN

The battle and its lessons are not an integral part of the US Army War College curriculum, nor is any
significant coverage given to the battle in historical electives now being conducted here. The battle
might be found in the curriculum of the US Army Command and General Staff College, Fort
Leavenworth, or the curriculum of the US Army Infantry School, Fort Benning.

Incidentally, AWC's curriculum would most likely have instructionally used the Little Big Horn battle in
the period before WWII. Tactical studies were then a more prominent feature of the curriculum.
However, a cursory search in our holdings of the college's curricular archives did not uncover any
indication that the battle held a significant place in the instruction.
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The military soundness of Custer's decisions of that fateful day was questioned at the time of the disaster,
and the question continues to be asked. Whether different tactics in that particular situation would have
altered the outcome has long been debated. It is difficult enough to satisfactorily answer such questions
when they are contemporary events; the difficulty grows with the passage of time. One may form an
opinion by consulting the available historical sources, especially an official textbook used in the Reserve
Officers Training Corps program, American Military History, 1607-1953

(ROTC Manual 145-20, 1956). It contains the following pertinent passages on pages 285-86:

Disregarding the principles of mass, maneuver, and security, he [Custer] attacked alone over
unfamiliar terrain, not knowing the strength of the Indian Party...Custer's violation of the
principles of maneuver and security had cost him dearly.
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